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The School of Nursing and Midwifery at Flinders University was faced with numerous challenges and demands: the current clinical nursing skills laboratories were originally designed for the Department of Education to teach Music! And clearly were not suitable for teaching clinical nursing skills.
Some challenges were glaringly obvious, others not so transparent until we were submersed within the planning stages.

Obvious needs included:

· More flexible student teaching space 

· Limited access, for students, to relevant topic clinical tasks within clinical placements

· Clinical Laboratories which closely replicate Clinical Environments

· Up grade of IT to reflect futuristic health care setting and to allow wifi access for students

· A change in focus to optimise customer needs (students) but at the same time meeting all other stakeholder requirements

· To meet University Green Initiatives

Less obvious needs included:

· Different floor space for different purposes

· Incorporating Occupational Health and Safety principles:

· Limiting student numbers to available floor space

· Justifying a student number to floor space ratio

· Providing students with desk space to house the heavy text books demanded by the curriculum within tutorials

· Appropriate storage for new equipment and technology

· Limiting movement of heavy equipment

· Limiting tripping hazards with the increase use of electrical equipment

The planning began and it became increasingly obvious that we were not just designing and creating new nursing clinical laboratories, but to do it efficiently the science department would need to be moved to another building and also redesigned!

Working in partnership with academics, technical staff, builders, architects and an amazing project manager, we now have a compromised design that provides to the Schools’ foreseeable needs.  Come along to our presentation and gain hints on how technical staff can survive the process whilst making space meaningful.

